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Welcome readers and writers to ELA 1-2 Gifted! I look forward to working with you during the next 
school year.  Please read one of the following novels over the summer. Arrive in August prepared to 
complete a project based on the novel you choose. We look forward to seeing you in the fall! 
  
 
Reading over the summer helps keep the students’ minds “in the game,” and it adds to the number 
of major literary works the students will have read by the time they enter future AP English courses. 
Also, students in a given class arrive to school in August having had a common literary experience, 
providing them and their teacher immediate instructional opportunities.  
 
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer.   
 

1. Speak by Laurie Halls Anderson: Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-summer party by calling 
the cops. Now her old friends won’t talk to her, and people she doesn’t even know hate her 
from a distance. The safest place to be is alone, inside her own head. But even that’s not safe. 
Because there’s something she’s trying not to think about, something about the night of the 
party that, if she let it in, would blow her carefully constructed disguise to smithereens. And 
then she would have to speak the truth. 
 

2. Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork: Marcelo Sandoval hears music that nobody 
else can hear — part of an autism-like condition that no doctor has been able to identify. But 
his father has never fully believed in the music or Marcelo's differences, and he challenges 
Marcelo to work in the mailroom of his law firm for the summer to join "the real world." There 
Marcelo meets Jasmine, his beautiful and surprising coworker, and Wendell, the son of another 
lawyer. He learns about competition and jealousy, anger and desire. But it's a picture he finds 
in a file, a picture of a girl with half a face that truly connects him with the real world. 
 

3. Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig: After years in foster care, Ginny is in her fourth forever family, 
finally with parents who will love her.  Everyone tells her that she should feel happy, but she has 
never stopped crafting her Big Secret Plan of Escape.  Because something happened, a long 
time ago – something that only Ginny knows – and nothing will stop her going back to put it 
right…A fiercely poignant and inspirational story a lost girl searching for a place to call home. 
Ginny Moon will change everyone who spends time with her. 
 

4. Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya:  Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima comes to stay 
with his family in New Mexico. She is a curandera, one who cures with herbs and magic. Under 
her wise wing, Tony will probe the family ties that bind and rend him, and he will discover 
himself in the magical secrets of the pagan past-a mythic legacy as palpable as the 
Catholicism of Latin America. And at each life turn there is Ultima, who delivered Tony into the 
world...and will nurture the birth of his soul. 
 

5. The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingslover: Bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver’s first novel, now 
widely regarded as a modern classic. It is the charming, engrossing tale of rural Kentucky 
native Taylor Greer, who only wants to get away from her roots and avoid getting pregnant. 
She succeeds, but inherits a 3-year-old native-American little girl named Turtle along the way, 



and together, from Oklahoma to Tucson, Arizona, half-Cherokee Taylor and her charge search 
for a new life in the West. 
 

6. Nimona by Noelle Stevenson (graphic novel):  Nemeses! Dragons! Science! Symbolism! All 
these and more await in this brilliantly subversive, sharply irreverent epic from Noelle 
Stevenson. Featuring an exclusive epilogue not seen in the web comic, along with bonus 
conceptual sketches and revised pages throughout, this gorgeous full-color graphic novel is 
perfect for the legions of fans of the web comic and is sure to win Noelle many new ones.  
Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister Blackheart is a 
villain with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and Lord Blackheart are about to 
wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin 
and his buddies at the Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone 
thinks they are.  But as small acts of mischief escalate into a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart 
realizes that Nimona's powers are as murky and mysterious as her past. And her unpredictable 
wild side might be more dangerous than he is willing to admit.  
 

7. After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay:  A powerful novel about friendship, basketball, and one 
teen's mission to create a better life for his family in the tradition of Jason Reynolds, Matt de la 
Pena, and Walter Dean Myers.  Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but when 
Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship across town, Nasir feels betrayed. While Bunny tries to fit 
in with his new, privileged peers, Nasir spends more time with his cousin, Wallace, who is being 
evicted. Nasir can't help but wonder why the neighborhood is falling over itself to help Bunny 
when Wallace is in trouble.  When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an 
impossible decision—maybe a dangerous one.  Told from alternating perspectives, After the 
Shot Drops is a heart-pounding story about the responsibilities of great talent and the 
importance of compassion. 
 

8. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens: In an overgrown churchyard, a grizzled convict springs 
upon an orphan named Pip. The convict terrifies the young boy and threatens to kill him unless 
Pip helps further his escape. Later, Pip finds himself meeting the bitter and crazy Miss Havisham 
and her foster child Estella, with whom he immediately falls in love. After a secret benefactor 
gives him a fortune, Pip moves to London, where he cultivates great expectations for a life 
which would allow him to socialize with the idle upper class. As Pip struggles to become a 
gentleman, he slowly learns the truth about himself and his illusions. 
 

9. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott: Lovely Meg, talented Jo, frail Beth, spoiled Amy: these are 
hard lessons of poverty and of growing up in New England during the Civil War. Through their 
dreams, plays, pranks, letters, illnesses, and courtships, women of all ages have become a part 
of this remarkable family and have felt the deep sadness when Meg leaves the circle of sisters 
to be married at the end of Part I. Part II, chronicles Meg's joys and mishaps as a young wife 
and mother, Jo's struggle to become a writer, Beth's tragedy, and Amy's artistic pursuits and 
unexpected romance. Based on Louise May Alcott's childhood, this lively portrait of 
nineteenth-century family life possesses a lasting vitality that has endeared it to generations of 
readers. 

 
 
 
 



Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel and 
complete the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you 
completing your reading on time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going to 
read per week and stick to it. 
 
Please email Ms. Maxwell if you have any questions:  holly.maxwell@dvusd.org 
 


